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1.

JURISDICTIONAL STATEMENT

The Utah Court of Appeals has jurisdiction over
this appeal pursuant to Utah Code Ann. 78-2a~3(2)(j).
Your Honors, May It Please The Court,
I am Bonnie Huyot-Renoir, representing myself, In
Propria

Persona.

I finished first year of law school at

the University of London, England.

I wanted to be a

barrister for the poor in England.

2.

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

I was seriously injured in the accident of August 21st,
1997, when I was rear-ended by the negligence of Mrs.
Kathleen Wilkinson and then a second car rear-ended her and
then they both rear-ended me.

3. The Jury Found Mrs. Wilkinson to be Guilty of Negligence

The jury found Mrs. Wilkinson to be guilty of
negligence.

Mrs. Wilkinson committed perjury on the stand

stating that it was not she that rear-ended me and that she
was not there, even though she admitted it to me on the
telephone and to Officer Johnson in the police report.
Mrs. Wilkinson testified that she said to me on the
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telephone, "Why didn't you say something about an accident?
Get out. ."

I asked her, "Do you recall saying why didn't

you get out of the car and talk to me"? She stated
"Something like that".

I asked, "So doesn't that admit

that you rear-ended me?"
not".

She answered, "No,

that does

(R. p. 1722, pgs 300-301)
Opposing counsel really represent Allstate Insurance

Company, because both Mrs. Wilkinson and myself were
insured by Allstate at the time of the accident.
Mr. Webber and Mr. Woolley.

They are

When I refer to Mr. Webber and

Mr. Woolley, I will me referring to opposing counsel.
In their reply brief, they do not admit once to the jury
finding that Mrs. Wilkinson was found guilty of negligence
and rear-ended me.

They continue to put forth the lies

where Mrs. Wilkinson states that she was not the person who
rear-ended me in the hit and run accident of August 21st,
1997.
4.

The Jury Erroneously Found that Mrs. Wilkinson's

Negligence Was Not the Proximate Cause of my Injuries
despite Overwhelming

Evidence

to the

contrary

When Mrs. Wilkinson rear-ended me, my head and neck
was turned to the right and it went into a whipping motion
back and forth.

I sustained a whiplash injury and related

disorders, cervical sprain/strain, a herniated disc at the
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C5/6 level and then the disc tried to false heal itself and
posterior osteophytes formed and pressed on the nerves in
my neck causing radiculopathy into my left arm and bicep
weakness.
After being treated by Dr. Edgar Goldston with
steroidal injections, physical therapy and other
treatments, Dr. Goldston sent me to Dr. Robert Peterson, a
neurosurgeon and he suggested that I have neck surgery.

I

obtained a second opinion from Dr. LaVerne Erickson, a
neurosurgeon at the University of Utah and he stated to me
that I had no choice but to have the surgery.
On March 3rd, 19999, my throat was cut in the front,
and the disc was removed and they placed bone from the
cadaver bone bank, a metal plate and four screws. Dr.
Peterson stated that I had the smallest neck and he had to
use the most petite of the petite screws.
After the surgery, the radiating pain subsided, but I
had new pain from the screws, and loss of motion in turning
my neck.

The disc cushion was gone.
Then, I Was Injured Again

On October 18th, 2000, my mother telephoned two men
from the LDS church to come and give me a "blessing" on
October 20th, 2000.

They were two large men and they banged

on the windows and doors of my home in Midway.

During the
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"priesthood blessing", they negligently pushed down on my
head and held it.

I tried to slump down in to the couch,

but they kept following me, to no avail.

They left a few

minutes later and I started shaking and crying out in pain.
I saw Dr. Barnett the next day and he injected my neck with
and gave me a large shot of Demerol.

I told my surgeon Dr.

Joel MacDonald what happened and he ordered an MRI of my
neck on December 1st, 2000.

The MRI showed mild

degenerative pannus posterior to the odontoid process. Dr.
Joel MacDonald stated to me that I have permanent damage
and there was nothing he could do for me surgically and
that I should do massage therapy, physical therapy,
acupuncture and exercise, which is what I do.

After the

axial loading incident, I began to have severe daily
headaches.

I was diagnosed by Dr. Phillip Savia,

neurologist, with occipital neuralgia, bilateral supraorbital neuralgia, trigeminal neuralgia, neck strain,
minimal white spots in my brain and demyelinating disease.
I have intermittent numbness and tingling from the accident
and it increased with the axial loading incident.

Both Dr.

Savia and Dr. Robert Satovick testified that the above
medical problems could come from trauma.

Dr. Satovick

testified that the white spots in my brain could come from
a moderate to severe head injury.

The swelling, muscle
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spasms, and sharp pains lessened with time, however the
pain from the neuralgia, neck strain and headaches
continues to be severe.
axial loading injury.

I never had a headache before the

When one has an injury, one is more

likely to have another.

If I had had a normal neck, it is

not known if they would not have injured me as severely.
I was awarded Social Security Disability from November
of 1999 through the present time.

I was able to find a

disability lawyer and she had to go to the Federal Court to
prevail. I was awarded Social Security Disability from
November of 1999 through the present and future.

The court

held, "The record shows that, status post a motor vehicle
accident on August 21, 1997, with subsequent back and neck
pain, an anterior C5-C6 anterior disckectomy with fusion
and plating was performed March 3rd, 1999".
A. Martinez.

Judge Gilbert

I will only receive approximately $640.00 a

month and they will take money out of that for Medicare. I
haven't received the money yet. As I am a widow, without
compensation from Allstate Insurance for the accident
caused by the negligence of Mrs. Wilkinson August 21st,
1997, and compensation from the LDS church and the two
tortfeasors, for the axial loading injury, I will be not be
able to afford my medications, massage therapy, and
radiofrequency lesioning treatments. The LDS church only
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offered $1,000.00 for the axial loading injury.

I need

four radiofrequency treatments a year of $1,000.00 each at
the CI level for pain and Medicare will not pay for them as
they are considered new.
per month.

My medications are over $800.00

The medicare drug plan will only help with some

of the costs of my medications.
I had to sell my home in Midway, Utah to pay for my
past medical, dental and living expenses.
ALLSTATE INSURANCE COMPANY SPONSORED THE 2006 OLYMPICS AT
TORINO, ITALY, WHILE THEY REFUSED TO PAY THE POLICY LIMITS
OF $83# 680.48 ON AUGUST 19th 2002 FOR MY ACCIDENT CASE
I made eye contact with Mrs. Wilkinson three or four
times after she rear-ended me before she drove over two
lanes and left to go to Work Med which is one block away
from where the accident occurred.
between 4:00 and 4:30 p.m.

The accident occurred

Mrs. Wilkinson arrived at Work

Med at 4:32 p.m. because she had a broken elbow, right
wrist pain and a fractured right ankle from an accident at
her employment 10 weeks before she injured me. Mrs.
Wilkinson was driving as an impaired driver and she was
discharged from Work Med at 6:00 p.m.

Mrs. Wilkinson

wanted another opine because her elbow was not getting
better. Her medical record is in my Appellant's Brief,
Addendum No. 4.
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If I had been more wealthy, I would have been able to
hire a top law firm to represent me,

and bring Dr. Scott

D. Batterman, PhD and Dr. Steven C. Batterman, PhD from New
Jersey to testify as experts regarding perfectly elastic
collisions and the myth of the minimal damage accident and
the fact that a delva-v of 10 mph can be within the injury
producing range.

Dr. Steven Batterman's curriculum vitae

is attached as Addendum No. 1.

Drs. Batterman and

Batterman were didmayed when I reported to them the jury's
verdict regarding proximate cause.
An x-ray was taken of my neck on February of 1998 five
months after the accident, by Doctor David Petron. The xray showed no osteophytes. (P. Exhibit p. 21) The MRI taken
on September 12th, 1998, showed a herniated disc and
posterior osteophytes. This proves the theory that the disc
tried to false heal itself and began to build bony growths
that began to press on the nerves.
Dr. Moress, neurologist, is a highly paid repeat
expert by Allstate Insurance company. Dr. Moress stated
that he testifies 90% for the defense. Dr. Moress testified
that the bone spurs had been there for years. . . It takes
5, 10 years to develop. . . (he stated) and besides that the
forces involved were not enough to cause any damage.
(R.1719 ,pgs.l8, 9-13) Dr. Moress has no evidence of this
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statement, and my expert Owen Howard Reichman, a
neurosurgeon a great renown, author of 40 articles and a
curricular vitae of 38 pages long (P. Exhibit No. 25)
testified that "An osteophyte is a kind of calcified thing
that forms in the ligaments and around the spine, and
according to this there aren't any. So I doubt very much
that there were before either."

Dr. Reichman testified for

me pro bono stating that it is doubtful that I had
osteophytes before the accident or when the x-ray of
February 5th, 1998 was taken five months after the accident.
Dr. Moress should not have been allowed to testify under
the legal authorities of Daubert/ Kuiribo Tires, Rimmasch and
Judge Noel's Order Dr. Moress testified to the jury by
videotape the day the trial began, because he was to
undergo surgery.

At the beginning of his testimony I made

proper objections under Daubert v. Merrill Dow
Pharmecuticals, Inc 113 S. Ct. 2786 and Kuhmo Tire Co. v.
Carmichael 526 U.S. 137 (1999) stating that Dr. Moress was
a neurologist and should not be able to testify regarding
neurosurgery matters.
In the courtroom there were the following arguments;
Judge Noel stated on R. p. 1717, p. 68,23-25,P.69,23-25 *I
think this is a neurological problem and he can testify as
a neurologist if he's not testifying as to whether the
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surgery was necessary. . . Ifll allow Dr, Moress to testify
as the independent medical examiner".
It is untrue that Dr. Moress is an independent medical
examiner. Judge Noel also stated to the jury that Dr.
Moress was an independent medical examiner.

This is highly

prejudicial, implying that Dr. Moress gave a totally
independent opinion, which he did not.
Dr. Moress testified that# ^If she had been my patient
I would not recommended the discectomy either. I didn't
feel she really met criteria for that. (R.P.1710 p.17,2123) I asked Dr. Moress# uYou testified in your report
though that you believe Dr. Peterson an unnecessary
surgery".
^Uh-huh.

™Is that what I said, unnecessary?"

I answered,

Do you want to look at your report and find it?"

Dr. Moress answered. "I said I would not have done it.
Let's see. . .Unfortunately, she underwent an anterior
cervical discectomy and fusion. . .In my judgment I would
not have recommended that cervical discectomy and fusions
be performed". (R. p. 1710, pg.8)
Judge Noel distinctly stated that Dr. Moress was not
to testify as an expert if he gave opinions on whether or
not the surgery should have been performed, and yet his
testimony was played for the jury.

He should not have been

allowed to testify.
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5.

1.

TRIAL STATEMENTS, MY STATEMENTS ARETRUE FACTS AND
OPPOSING WITNESSES TESTIMONYS ARE MOSTLY FALSE
Ms. Huyot-Renoir testified that she was rear ended

by Mrs. Wilkinson on August 21st, 1997 a second car rear
ended Mrs. Wilkinson and they both rear ended Ms. HuyotRenoir. Mrs. Wilkinson was traveling between 10 to 15 mph.
Ms. Huyot-Renoir neck went into a whipping motion. And she
suffered herniated disc, requiring neck surgery,
alia.

inter

(R.p.1721, pgs. 154-233)

2. Officer Johnson testified that Mrs. Wilkinson told
him that on August 21st' 1997 on her way to Work Med
she rear-ended the car in front of her and a second
car ended her. (R.p.1720, pgs.76-90)
3. Dr. Ferriter testified that he saw Ms. Huyot-Renoir
On August 24th, 1997, and diagnosed her with whiplash/
strain, stiff, sore neck and perscribed physical
therapy. (R.p.1720, pgs.134-145)
Mrs. Wilkinson testified that she never rear-ended Ms.
Huyot-Renoir and that it was not her. Her medical records
from Work Med showed that she arrived there at 4:32 p.m. on
August 21st, 1997 and that she had a broken elbow, a
fractured right ankle, and right wrist pain, from a work
injury of June 1997 and she wasn't getting better requested
a referral for possible surgery, (R. p. 1722, pgs. 266-308)
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5.

Dr. Golston testified that my herniated disc
alia

inter

was caused by the auto accident of August 21st,

1997, and that he recommended that I have neck
surgery.(R. p.1720, pgs. 10-34)
6. Dr. Robert Peterson testified that the motor vehicle
accident was most likely the proximate cause of Ms.
Huyot-Renoir's see 5/6 disc herniation/osteophyte and he
performed neck surgery on Ms. Huyot-Renoir.
7. Dr. Oakey testified that the accident on 21st August
1997, resulted in a whiplash injury which gave Ms.
Huyot-Renoir's failed neck syndrome resulting in
permanent impairment. (R.p. 1776, pgs. 2-45)
8. Dr. Barnett testified that it is highly unlikely
because of my neck, head and back problems that I will
be able to return to gainful employment. He stated that
if there was minimal evidence of actual impact in a
photograph even though there isn't a lot of physical
damage on a vehicle, he sees many people injured in low
speed accidents that require an enormous amount of
medical treatment and are disabled from them. (R.p.1776,
pgs. 1-47)
9.

Melba Shand testified that I her daughter, never had

neck pain before the accident and the accident has caused
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me great pain and suffering, changing my life in every way.
(R.p.1774)
10.

Dr. David Greenberg testified that he saw me on

August 1st 1997, twenty days before the accident, for left
shoulder tendonitis and that I had no symptoms of whiplash
injury on that date.(R.p.1776)
11.

Dr. Owen Howard Reichman testified that it is

unlikely that I had any osteophytes in my neck before the
accident occurred and that it is possible that I may need
to have surgery in the future at the cost of approximately
25,000 dollars.(R.p.1720,pgs.107-133)
12.

Dr. LaVerne Erickson stated in P. Exhibit 1 pgs.87-88

87-88 that Ms. Huyot-Renoir is an enterprising 46 year old
law student who gives a history of her accident of August
21 st 1997.

He concurs with Dr. Peterson's plan and

suggestion of neck surgery for her cervical disc problem.
(P. Exhibit pgs.87-88)
13.

Dr. Joel MacDonald, stated in P. Exhibit 1 pgs.140-

150 149-150 that Ms. Huyot-Renoir suffered a whiplash
injury in the motor vehicle accident of August 21st' 1997.
It is his medical opinion to a reasonable degree of
probability that the accident and the axial loading injury
of October 18th, 2000 are the cause of her disabling pain.
(P. Exhibit 1 pgs. 149-150)
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14.

Andrea Terwilliger testified that she treated Ms.

Huyot-Renoir many times as a physical therapist before and
after before she had neck surgery.(R.p.1721, pgs.146-153)
15.

Dr. Philip Savia, testified that Ms. Huyot-Renoir

suffers from headache, neck strain, occipital neuralgia
inter

alia

and that her symptoms started post motor vehicle

accident 8/21/97 . (R.p.1721, pgs.233-2251)
Allstate Insurance's Witnesses
16.

Mr. David Ingebretsen testified that the cars never

touched and there were no injuries. He also testified that
"The investigating officers paraphrases Mrs. Wilkinson as
stating she touched bumpers with the car in front of her
and a third vehicle touched Mrs. Wilkinson rear bumper". He
states that if a petite person such as myself were in the
Toyota Tercel and rear ended by the Pontiac (Mrs.
Wilkinson's car is 38% heavier) and a third unknown car
rear ended the Pontiac, compared to him, a robust, strong
over six feet man. If he were in the Toyota Tercel he
stated that yes our necks would move in a different way. He
stated that everyone's head weighs the same. (R. p.1722,
pgs.373-346)
17.

Dr. Ronald Probert, testified that he did not complete

a full accident reconstruction as he only used photographs
taken by Allstate. He believed that the impact speed
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between my mothers Toyota and the Pontiac was approximately
3 mph.(R.p.1718, pgs.4-58)
18.

Dr. Gerald Moress testified that he believed there was

no accident and if there was I should have only had muscle
soreness and that Dr. Peterson performed a unnecessary
surgery on Ms. Huyot-Renoir.(R.p.1719, pgs.4-64)
The testimony from the witnesses, supra,

prove

overwhelmingly that the negligence of Mrs. Wilkinson was
the proximate cause of my injuries.
6.

SUMMARY LAW ARGUMENT
It s without any doubt that the trial court erred in

several abuses of discretion by, 1. Not allowing my
retained expert biomechanical engineer, Matthew Mecham to
testify to counter Allstate's biomechanical engineer and
accident reconstructionist.

To prove that Judge Noel

checked him off of the list of expert witnesses allowed to
testify, see Brief of Appellant Addendum No. 6, R. p. 750,
dated July 15th, 2004.

2.

testify as an expert.

You see that he did not check off my

name on the list, supra,

Judge Noel did not allow me to

because Judge Noel told me that I

could testify as an expert and the jury could decide if it
was scientific or not.

I relied upon this and was taught

by biomechanical engineer and CPA Jim Bryan and submitted
an expert witness report to Mr. Webber.

When it came to
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trial and I tried to testify as an expert, Mr. Webber
objected and Judge Noel sustained his objections.
3.

The trial court erred by not allowing me a ten day

trial, four hours a day.

Because of the number of

witnesses, and my medical vicissitudes, it was highly
unfair to order that I finish the trial in four days.

I

begged Judge Noel twice for a ten day trial, four hours a
day.

I sent him a copy of the Steel and Morris v. The

United Kingdom (citations supra)

case in England where two

poor people represented themselves against MacDonald's and
they were allowed a 314 day trial, but to no avail. Judge
Noel wrote to my doctor, Dr. Barnett promising not to keep
me in trial more than five hours a day.

When the trial

began, I was kept longer than the promised five hours a
day.

Judge Noel promised to keep the trial from 9 a.m.

until 3 p.m.

Every day except for one I was kept longer

than five hours.

The fourth day I was kept eight hours.

Closing arguments were ordered to begin at 3:40 p.m. and to
last approximately twenty minutes.

I was too tired and too

ill to present proper closing arguments by then and I
needed approximately two hours.
The trial court erred in allowing Dr. Moress, a neurologist
to testify under Daubert, Kumho Tire, and Rimmasch,
(citations supra)on the grounds that he testified that Dr.
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Peterson, neurosurgeon performed an unnecessary surgery and
Judge Noel expressly stated that Dr. Moress could testify
as long as he did not opine whether my neck surgery was
necessary or not.

Dr. Moress erroneously testified that

the surgery should not have been performed and thereupon
Dr. Moress should not have been allowed to testify as an
expert.
5.

I was denied legal aid and had to become a 'litigant in
person' which caused an inequality of arms.
find legal representation.

I tried to

I spoke to the lawyers referred

by the Utah State Bar and they stated that they either did
not want to fight Allstate or that they were too busy.

I

saw the law firms who advertise on television and they said
the same thing.

I tried prominent law firms from the

telephone book and they said that they would be happy to
represent me if I paid them their hourly rate.
afford to pay them.

I could not

The law firm of Snow, Christensen and

Martineau stated that they would be happy to represent me
however they had a conflict of interest, one of the lawyers
was representing Allstate in a bad faith case.

I

telephoned legal aid and they said, "personal injury cases
are not our priority". Judge Noel told the jury that I
elected not to have legal representation unfairly
prejudicing the jury.
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The evidence presented was overwhelming that the negligence
of Mrs. Wilkinson caused my whiplash, herniated
disc/surgery and related disorders injuries.

The testimony

of Dr. Edgar Goldston, Dr. Robert Peterson, Dr. LaVerne
Erickson, Dr. Robert Barnett, Dr. Robin Oackey, Dr. Joel
MacDonald, Dr. Joseph Ferriter, and Dr. Owen Howard
Reichman all testified that the accident of August 21 st ,
1997 was the proximate cause of my injuries.
all testified pro

My doctors

bono except Dr. Peterson asked for

$500.00 and Dr. Ferriter asked for $150.00.

My doctors

testified that they believed me to be enterprising,
pleasant and a true and honest historian.

My mother

testified that I never had neck pain in my life before the
accident and that the accident has affected my life in
every way.

Dr. Greenberg testified that he saw me twenty

days before the accident and that I had no pre-existing
condition. (R. p. 1775)
7.

Dr. Richard Rosenthal was on the approved list of

fact witnesses, however when he arrived at trial, Judge
Noel did not allow him to testify.

Judge Noel stated that

he was not on the list of approved expert witnesses.

I

told Judge Noel that he is here to testify as a fact
witness as he performs my radiofrequency procedures,
alia.

I told Judge Noel that there is a distinction

inter

between a fact and expert witness, but he was not allowed
to testify.
Judge Noel would not allow me to ask the jury for most
of my future medical expenses because he stated that only
Dr. Reichman gave an opinion that it is possible that I may
have to have another neck surgery in the future for
$25,000.00, and he allowed me to ask the jury for
$98,000.00 past medical expenses and $25,000.00 future
expenses.

Both Dr. Barnett and Dr. Oackey testified that

my medications and radiofrequency treatments would
continue.

Dr. Barnett testified that he sees me once a

month to prescribe my medications as the law requires it.
Medical treatments and future medications are in the
hundreds of thousands of dollars and I was only allowed to
ask the jury for $98,000 and $25,000.
7.

HOW I MARSHALED THE EVIDENCE
Mr. Webber and Mr. Wooley state that I failed to

properly marshal the evidence and that I just reargued the
case.

This is untrue.

I read the trial transcripts and

underlined every shred of important evidence both for and
against me.

Then I had my assistant type all the

underlined testimony.

The draft became 100 pages long.

They I cut it down because I was only allowed to submit a
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50 page brief.

All the testimony in my Appellant Brief

comes straight from the trial.
8.

"We Need

To

Improve

The

Law",

U.S. Supreme Court

Justice Steven Breyer
When I was studying law in England, I was in the
House of Lords and was lucky to meet U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Breyer.

He introduced me to his charming wife.

Justice Breyer believes that "We Need To Improve The Law!"
I am not Joan of Arc, or Bernadette of Lisieux, however, I
am an injured person who knows what it is like to be
injured in an accident, disabled, and the wealthy insurance
company of Allstate and the legal profession has abandoned,
as they do to others.
Insurance Companies should not have limits on their
personal injury policies. My law professor in England told
me that in England there are no limits on accident
policies.

Insurance companies should pay quickly to the

injured persons, what the person needs.

If one must bring

a case, someone who is poor should be given the same legal
representation as a wealthy person, as it is done in the
United Kingdom.

In England, one makes a list of their

obligations and based on how much discretionary income is
left over, they may qualify to be legally aided.

They the

person may choose any Barrister they like and the
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government pays the Barrister, even if the legal bill is 20
million dollars.
States.

This is how it should be in the United

It is called, "Equal Access To Justice".

The Utah

Constitution Article 1 & 7 2005 state, "No person shall be
deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process
of law".

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states,

"All people are equal before the law and everyone has the
right to an effective remedy by the tribunals for acts
violating the fundamental rights granted by the
constitution or by law".
Both myself and Mrs. Wilkinson were insured by
Allstate Insurance which has 145.972 billion dollars in
assets.

After six years of litigation they offered me

$25,000.00.

This is not enough to pay my medical and

prescription bills, loss of employment, compensation for
pain and suffering, loss of enjoyment of life and loss of
consortium, which is over two million dollars.
Because I had to represent myself, the cumulative trial
court errors of discretion discussed supra

and the

overwhelming evidence that Mrs. Wilkinson's negligence
caused my injuries, the verdict of proximate cause should
be reversed.
In Nelson v. Jacobson, Supreme Court of Utah, 669 P.
2d 1207." 1983, it states regarding a man who represented
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himself: "At the same time, we have also cautioned that
because of his lack of technical knowledge of law and
procedure {a layman acting as his own attorney} should be
accorded every consideration that may reasonably be
indulged".

Heathman v. Hatch, 13 Utah 2d at 268, 372 P.2d

at 991. "The deficiency in this case concerns what happened
before trial.

The vulnerability of a layman who is

unrepresented as he approaches a trial of the legal and
factual complexity of this case requires more judicial
consideration than was extended here . . In all the
circumstances of this case, we conclude that it was
fundamentally unfair to put the defendant to trial on
January 21 without counsel and without the other pretrial
advise described here.

The judgment must therefore be

reversed and the cause remanded for a new trial".
Mr. Webber and Mr. Wooley write that "She admitted in
a recent deposition in another matter(a case in which she
is claiming that a spiritual blessing by representatives of
the LDS church in 2 000 is the case of her claimed
injuries".

P. 25 of Brief of Appellee Kathleen Wilkinson.

This is untrue.

I was injured twice.

The first time

I was injured was by the negligence of Mrs. Wilkinson in
the car accident of August 21st, 1997 where I sustained a
whiplash injury, cervical strain/strain, neck fusion

surgery and chronic pain.

On October 18 th , 2000, my mother

telephoned two men from the LDS church to come and give me
a blessing before I was to have back surgery.

During the

"blessing" the men pressed down on my head and held it.

I

tried to slump down on the couch to avoid the pressure, but
to no avail.

When they left, I began shaking and crying

out in pain.

I told the jury about this injury.

I then

developed occipital neuralgia, trigeminal neuralgia,
bilateral supra-orbital neuralgia, severe daily headaches,
minimal white spots in my brain and demyelinating disease.
I testified the jury that if I had had a normal neck it is
not known if they would have injured me as severely.

Once

one has an injury, one is more likely to have another one.
In P. Exhibit 1 pg. 149, Dr. Joel MacDonald,
neurosurgeon states that he has treated me on multiple
occasions since September of 2000.
back on October 20 th of 2000.

He operated on my lower

This is not related to the

accident that is the subject of this case.

"During

treatment of her lower back she complained of cervical
spine problems, related to a motor vehicle accident on
August 21st, 1997 which left her with a whiplash injury and
had me neck surgery in March of 1999.
neck problems.

She had lingering

Shortly before the day I operated on her

lumbar spine she was administered a blessing in a way that

involved an axial loading of her neck by two elders of her
church.

She reported to me an exquisite increase in neck

pain related to this blessing.

I ordered an MRI scan. .

.it did identify a mild area of degenerative pannus behind
the odontoid process. . .Over time it became clear to me
that Ms. Huyot-Renoir was experiencing ongoing chronic neck
pain.

In as much as the motor vehicle accident and

blessing were distinct events that were temporally related
to severe exacerbations of her pain, it is my medical
opinion that to a reasonable degree of probability, these
events caused her current disabling pain".
Dr. Robert Barnett testified to the jury on R. p. 1776
pg. 15, Lines 7-21, "You saw me on October 19th, 2000.
I relate to you about my neck hurting?

Yes.

Did

I wrote in

the file that your neck had been wrenched while you were
getting a blessing from LDS elders the evening previous to
the visit on October 19th. . Would you consider this an
axial loading incident?. . Yes. .We identified some
individual areas that were in intense spasm, which I
injected with a local anesthetic. . an injection of
Demerol, Vistaril. . After that event that occurred October
18th, 2000, did I develop severe daily headaches and
occipital neuralgia following that. . Yes. .

The occipital

neuralgia seems to give you a great deal of discomfort. .
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.You've reviewed the records of Dr. Savia saying that he
also has diagnosed me with occipital neuralgia?".

"Yes".

I asked the LDS church and the tortfeasors for
compensation and they have only offered $1,000.00.
IN CONCLUSION
Whereupon, I pray that the Court of Appeals will allow
the appeal, and reverse the jury's finding on the grounds
discussed supra

and hold that the negligence of Mrs.

Wilkinson was the proximate cause of my injuries in the
accident of August 21st, 1997, and order a trial or hearing
on the question of damages, or in the alternative order a
new trial.
I pray that the Court of Appeals will use my case as
a precedent where Legal Aid will be given in meritorious
personal injury and other civil law cases and abolish the
doctrine of policy limits on personal injury insurance
policies not for myself alone, but to help millions of
others.
DATED:

March 7th, 2 006
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Very truly yours,

Irs. Bonnie Huy/5t-Renoir
Plaintiff and Appellant, In

Propria
1107
Salt
Tel.
Cell

Persona

E. South Temple No. 1
Lake City, Utah 84102
(801) 355-1930
phone (435) 513-0872

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY HAND DELIVERY

I, Bonnie Huyot-Renoir, Plaintiff and Appellant, certify
that on March 7th, 2006, I served 8 true and correct
copies of this Reply Brief of Appellant, upon the clerk
the Court of Appeals, and two to opposing counsel,

To:
The Clerk of the Court
Utah Court of Appeals
450 South State Street
P.O Box 140230
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-0230
Mr. Brian C. Webber
Mr. Michael K. Woolley
Richards, Brandt, Miller & Nelson
Key Bank Tower, Seventh Floor
P.O Box 2465
Salt Lake City, Utah 84110-2465

By:
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ADDENDUM NO.
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Professor Emeritus, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA
ADDRESSES:

109 Charlann Circle
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003-2906
(856) 424-3775; FAX (856) 424-9487
1415 Route 70 East, Suite 307
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034-2210
(856) 795-3993; FAX (856) 795-4454

E-MAIL:

batterman@aol.com

and/or

batterma@seas.upenn.edu

PERSONAL:

Date of Birth:
Marital Status:

EDUCATION:

The Cooper Union School of Engineering, New York, NY, September 1955 June 1959; B.C.E. (Civil Engineering), June 1959

August 15,1937; Brooklyn, NY
Married; Three Children

Brown University, Providence, Rl, September 1959 - June 1964;
Sc.M. (Engineering), June 1961; Ph.D. (Engineering), June 1964
AREAS OF EXPERTISE (Also see p. 5):
FORENSIC ENGINEERING including accident reconstruction, occupant kinematics, vehicle
dynamics, biomechanics, mechanics of human injury, crashworthiness, restraint systems (seat belts
and air bags), products liability, safety, human factors.
MECHANICS OF SOLIDS AND STRUCTURES including stress analysis, buckling and stability, failure
analysis, structural dynamics, impact, mechanical and structural design.
HONORS, AWARDS, OTHER RECOGNITION:
Life Fellow, American Society of Mechanical Engineers, "For exceptional engineering achievements
and contributions to the engineering profession", May 2004.
Founders Award, Young Forensic Scientists Forum, American Academy of Forensic Sciences, "In
Recognition of Outstanding Contributions to Young Forensic Scientists", February 2004.
Distinguished Fellow, American Academy of Forensic Sciences, "In appreciation for a lifetime of
service to the forensic science profession", February 2001, First engineer in the world accorded this
distinction.
Distinguished Forensic Scientist Invited Speaker, "Forensic Engineering in Vehicular Accident
Reconstruction", and "Forensic Engineering in Injury and Death Investigation", March 31 and April 2,
1997, Israel National Police, Jerusalem, Israel, Invitation by Dr. Y. Almog, Brig. General and Director,
Division of Identification and Forensic Science, Israel National Police.
Scientific Chairman, Forensic Engineering Program of the 14th International Association of Forensic
Sciences Meeting, Tokyo, Japan, August 26-30,1996.
American Academy of Forensic Sciences, President-Elect, 1993-94; President, 1994-95, First
engineer in the world elected to this position.
03/2005
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Chief U.S.A. Delegate and Invited Plenary Session Speaker, "Engineering as a Forensic Science",
International Forensic Science Symposium, Taipei, Taiwan, November 26-December 4, 1994.
Invitation by Director General (Dr. Tung-ming Wu), Ministry of Justice Investigation Bureau, Republic of
China.
People to People International, Leader, Delegation of forensic engineers and scientists visiting forensic
laboratories and facilities in Russia (Moscow, Novogorod, St. Petersburg), October 2-15, 1994.
Invitation by Director (Dr. Alexander P. Gromov), Institute of Forensic Sciences, Moscow.
Founders Award, Engineering Section, American Academy of Forensic Sciences, "In recognition of
outstanding contributions to forensic engineering," February 1992.
S. Reid Warren, Jr., Award for Distinguished Teaching, School of Engineering and Applied Science,
University of Pennsylvania, "In recognition of outstanding service in stimulating and guiding the
intellectual development of undergraduate students...", November 1982.
National Science Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship, 1970-71
Corinna Borden Keen Research Fellowship, 1962-63
National Science Foundation Fellowship, 1959-60 and 1960-61
New York State Regents Scholarship, September 1955 - June 1959
Tau Beta Pi, Chi Epsilon, Sigma Xi
Cooper Union Class of 1907 Gold Medal for Excellence in Calculus
Cooper Union Alumni Association Award for Highest Achievement in Civil Engineering
Ridgway Award from the Metropolitan New York Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers
EXPERIENCE IN TEACHING AND RESEARCH:
For 33 years, from 9/64 until my retirement on 9/1/97 as a Professor Emeritus, I was a continuous, fulltime faculty member at the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 19104 and served as Assistant
Professor (1964-68), Associate Professor (1968-74), and Professor (1974-1997). The promotion to Associate
Professor in 1968 carried tenure. From 1964 to 1973 I was a professor in the Towne School of Civil and
Mechanical Engineering, and in 1973 became a professor in the Department of Mechanical Engineering and
Applied Mechanics following a reorganization of the Schools of Engineering into the School of Engineering and
Applied Science. In 1979 my primary appointment was transferred to the Department of Bioengineering.
Since 1972 I also held a continuous secondary appointment in the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, School
of Medicine. Following is a list of my academic appointments at the University of Pennsylvania and elsewhere.
Professor Emeritus of Bioengineering, School of Engineering and Applied Science, University of
Pennsylvania, effective September 1,1997.
Professor Emeritus of Bioengineering in Orthopaedic Surgery, School of Medicine, University of
Pennsylvania, effective September 1,1997.
Professor of Bioengineering (Biomechanics), Department of Bioengineering, University of Pennsylvania,
July 1,1974 to September 1,1997 (secondary until July 1,1979; primary thereafter).

Professor of Bioengineering in Orthopaedic Surgery (Secondary Appointment), School of Medicine,
University of Pennsylvania, July 1,1974 to September 1,1997.
Chairman, Undergraduate Bioengineering Curriculum, University of Pennsylvania, July, 1984 to June 30,
1987.
Bioengineering Graduate Curriculum Chairman, University of Pennsylvania, 1990-91.
Visiting Professor, School of Engineering, Tel-Aviv University, Tel-Aviv, Israel, May 1984.
Professor of Applied Mechanics, Department of Mechanical Engineering and Applied Mechanics, University
of Pennsylvania, July 1974 through June 1979 (primary).
Chairman, Graduate Group Committee in Mechanical Engineering and Applied Mechanics, University of
Pennsylvania, September 1976 through June 1978.
Professor of Biomechanics in Veterinary Medicine (Secondary Appointment), School of Veterinary
Medicine, University of Pennsylvania, 1975 to 1984.
Associate Professor of Applied Mechanics, University of Pennsylvania, July 1968 through June 1974.
Associate Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery Research (Secondary Appointment), School of Medicine,
University of Pennsylvania, 1972-74.
Visiting Associate Professor, Faculty of Aeronautical Engineering, Technion-lsrael Institute of Technology,
Haifa, Israel, 1970-71.
Assistant Professor of Applied Mechanics, University of Pennsylvania, September 1964 through June
1968.
Instructor of Engineering, Brown University, September 1963 to August 1964.
Instructor, Roger Williams Junior College (now Roger Williams University), Evening Session, 1961-62.
Assistant in Engineering, Brown University, 1961-62.
Research Assistant, Brown University, Summers 1960,-61,-62,-63.
Instructor, Cooper Union Summer Surveying Session, June 1959.
CERTIFICATION:
Board Certified Diplomate, Certificate No. 2129, International Institute of Forensic Engineering Sciences
(www.iifes.org).
RECENT APPOINTMENTS AND COMMITTEES:
Advisory Board Member, The Cyril H. Wecht Institute for Forensic Science and Law, Duquesne University
School of Law, Pittsburgh, PA (Appointed November 2004).
Member, Committee on Forensic Practices, Technical Council on Forensic Engineering, American Society of
Civil Engineers (Appointed September 2004).
Faculty Member, 2003-2004, Certificate Program in Forensic Science and Law, The Cyril H. Wecht Institute
for Forensic Science and Law, Duquesne University School of Law, Pittsburgh, PA.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE (Partial List):
Approximately 3000 forensic engineering cases on behalf of plaintiffs and defendants.
Occupational Safety and Health Consultant listed by Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 7/73
Served as a Consultant for the following organizations:
National Research Council, Committee on Human Resources
Franklin Institute Research Labs, Philadelphia, PA
Pennsylvania College of Podiatric Medicine (now part of Temple University), Philadelphia, PA
Universal Container Corporation, Paulsboro, NJ
Spartan Oil Company, Dover, NJ
Hercules Powder Company, Wilmington, DE
Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton Corporation, Chester, PA
Stress Corporation, Philadelphia, PA
Department of Defense (Advanced Research Projects Agency)
United States Navy, Naval Air Development Center, Warminster, PA
General Machinery Company, Millville, NJ
Selas Corporation of America, Dresher, PA
Selas of America (Nederland), N.V., The Hague, The Netherlands
GAC International, Farmingdale, NY
Materials Science Corporation, Blue Bell, PA
Consolidated Drake Press, Philadelphia, PA
Mack Truck, Allentown, PA
DynaStructures, Springfield, PA
Cosco, Inc., Columbus, IN
Selomas, Inc., Wilmington, DE
Sun Oil Company, Marcus Hook, PA
Control Switch, Folcroft, PA
Grad, Urban & Seelye, Architects and Engineers, New York, NY, Civil Engineer, Summer 1959
City of Milwaukee, Engineering Aide, Summer 1958
Ohio Department of Highways, Inspector, Summers 1956,1957
MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES (Current):
American Society of Civil Engineers
American Society of Mechanical Engineers (Life Fellow)
Society for Experimental Mechanics
American Academy of Mechanics (Founder Member)
American Society for Engineering Education
Biomedical Engineering Society
American Society of Safety Engineers (Professional Member)
American Academy of Forensic Sciences (Distinguished Fellow 2001, President 1994-95)
Society of Automotive Engineers
Association for the Advancement of Automotive Medicine
LISTINGS (Partial List):
American Men and Women of Science
Engineers of Distinction
Library of Congress, Science and Technology Division's Listing of
Prominent Engineers and Scientists
Who's Who in the East

Who's Who in America
Who's Who in New Jersey Who's Who in the United States
Notable Americans of the Bicentennial Era
Who's Who in Engineering
Who's Who in Technology Today
Who's Who in Frontier Science and Technology
Who's Who in Science and Engineering
Who's Who in Medicine and Healthcare
Who's Who in the World
ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:
University
I was a full-time faculty member at the University of Pennsylvania (see p. 2) for 33 years, from 1964 to
1997, and taught approximately 100 undergraduate and graduate courses in the areas of statics,
dynamics (including accident reconstruction), strength of materials, structures, elasticity, plasticity,
thermoelasticity, viscoelasticity, advanced dynamics, plates and shells, continuum mechanics, design
(mechanical, structural, bioengineering), mechanical behavior of materials (including biomaterials),
biomechanics, orthopaedic biomechanics, dental biomechanics, vehicle-pedestrian accident
reconstruction, and forensic engineering. Several of these courses, some of which were pioneering in
concept and implementation, were developed solely by me.
I have been active in research in the above areas, have received funding from the United States
Government, as well as from University and private sources, and have supervised many doctoral
dissertations.
Consulting I Areas of Expertise
My consulting activities within my fields of expertise are varied and fall into two major categories. First,
I have been an engineering consultant to the United States Government (Department of Defense, U. S.
Navy, National Research Council) and several industrial firms, some of which are indicated herein on p.
3. My activities in this capacity have been concerned mainly with stress analysis, impact studies,
buckling and stability, mechanical and structural design, and general considerations involving
mechanics of solids and structures. Second, I have rendered forensic engineering services in legal
cases on behalf of plaintiffs and defendants (breakdown of case load is approximately 50/50 for a
reasonable global average). This forensic engineering activity generally falls into three main areas: (1)
applications of the laws of mechanics to accident reconstruction (vehicle, pedestrian, industrial),
products liability, slips and falls, failure analysis; (2) biomechanics and mechanics of human injury; (3)
man-machine interface considerations, human factors, safety engineering. Representative cases in
these three areas concerned with specific types of products or accident situations include, but are not
necessarily limited to, auto, ladder, truck, structural, boat and machine design, crashworthiness, vehicle
stability (rollover of vans, sport utility vehicles, ATV's, fork lift trucks, etc.), restraint system design and
performance (seat belts and air bags), low delta-v impact related injuries, medical device design and
performance, seat belt defense, and machine guarding.
Review and Referee Activities
I have served as a reviewer for more than ten national and international journals, have reviewed
research proposals for the National Science Foundation and other government agencies, and have
reviewed technical manuscripts for book publishers.

Presentations
I have presented results of research at several major universities in the United States and abroad,
conferences and technical meetings. I have lectured in Poland, England, Holland, Israel, Canada,
China, Russia, Taiwan and Japan, and have led a delegation of forensic scientists and engineers to
Russia. In addition, I have lectured on the general subjects of forensic engineering, accident
reconstruction, bioengineering, crashworthiness, products liability and biomechanics of injury to various
attorney groups, the general public and have appeared on local and network radio and local and
network television. Television appearances include, but are not limited to: Good Morning America,
ABC Evening News, MSNBC, participation in the making of documentaries for the Discovery Channel
("The Crash of TWA Flight 800: A Scientific Investigation", aired 11/17/96 and "Bones of Contention Frank Olson", aired 6/18/97), "The Princess Diana Accident" - Burden of Proof, CNN, 10/14/97,
12/18/97, 8/31/98; On The Record with Greta Van Susteren, Fox News Channel, 1/6/04; At Large with
Geraldo Rivera, Fox News Channel, 2/20/05 and "The JFK. Jr. Plane Crash" - 7/20/99 on Burden of
Proof, CNN, and Up Front Tonight with Geraldo Rivera, CNBC.
Publications
I have approximately ninety publications which include book reviews, discussions, abstracts, and technical
papers in national and international journals and conference proceedings. I am also the holder of a United
States Patent (#3,653,373, 4 April 1972), and have a patent pending.

